
2023 Impact Report 
Conservation Voters of South Carolina and CVSC Political Action Committee 

In 2023, CVSC celebrated 20 years of protecting the South Carolina we love-but we didn't do 
it alone. Our tireless advocates, trusted partners, and generous donors have been crucial to 
our success. 

Over two decades at the Statehouse, we've passed major clean energy reforms, secured 
consistent funding for the SC Conservation Bank and other land protection efforts, created 
and implemented programs to safeguard clean and plentiful water, and prevented countless 
environmental rollbacks. Simultaneously, CVSC Political Action Committee has supported the 
campaigns of thoughtful and pragmatic leaders, resulting in bipartisan conservation champions 
fighting to advance these policies in the General Assembly. 

This progress is just the beginning of what we can accomplish together. 

CVSC has bold goals to protect an additional 3 million acres of land and water, make South 
Carolina carbon-free by 2050, and ensure every community in our state has clean water to drink. 
With the help of donors like you, we get closer to reaching these goals each year. 

In this impact report, we are thrilled to share the remarkable achievements and impactful 
initiatives that CVSC undertook in 2023-all made possible with your support. 

Driving Change in the Legislature 

Last year marked the first half of the 2023-2024 legislative session. Historically, the first year of 
session presents a great opportunity to lay groundwork for our long-term conservation goals. 
2023 was no different. 

CVSC's Government Relations team played a crucial role in securing new conservation 
funding, including $45 million for statewide land protection and $250,000 for a study to expand 
offshore wind energy manufacturing. 

We also secured $300,000 to complete a feasibility assessment for creating a Rosenwald 
School State Park Network. We are now a member of the steering committee and will spend 
the next 18 months working with WeGOJA and other partners to envision the future of 
Rosenwald School protection in South Carolina. 
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Another major undertaking last year was improving the Department of Health and Environmental 
Control Reform Bill (S.399) before it passed, splitting DHEC into two separate agencies. While 
this bill isn't ideal, we're pleased that we were able to preserve a permitting process that defends 
our environment by upholding community members' ability to get involved. 

In 2024, CVSC and our conservation allies will work with DHEC staff to ensure that the resulting 
Environmental Services agency is an agency that has the tools, resources, and resolve to 
faithfully protect the environment. 

We're also proud to have helped draft and introduce legislation that advances clean energy 
and protects our precious air, land, and water. We will continue to advocate for these bills at the 
Statehouse to ensure they cross the finish line in 2024. 

The Energy Independence and 
Risk Reduction Act 
O> A major piece of clean energy and 
J::::climate legislation that charts a clear 
enand just pathway for utilities to reduce 

carbon emissions in a cost-effective 
way that does not increase the energy 
burden of low-wealth communities. 

The Alternative Fuels Tax Credit Bill 
1111:1'Reduces carbon emissions and 
~ improves air quality by giving entities 
CW)a 25% tax credit for the cost of 
::Cleasing or purchasing electric vehicle 

charging equipment. 

The Energy Efficiency Bill 
N Helps South Carolinians access more 
~ affordable and reliable energy by 
1111:1'significantly increasing utility requirements 

• for pursuing energy efficiency measures 
:I: and directing state regulators to consider 

how South Carolina can reduce energy 
use and energy bills. 

The Trails Tax Credit Bill 
.- Creates another tool to incentivize 
~ land protection by providing an income 
~ tax credit to qualified property owners 
:I: and adding a voluntary, perpetual trail 

easement to their property. 

For the most up-to-date information on our work this legislative session, 
visit www.cvsc.org/news/category/legislative-hotlistl 

"Your generous support has fueled our work developing and advancing 
legislation that protects cultural landmarks and the land they sit on; greens our 
electricity grid; and prevents regulatory rollbacks. Without your commitment to 
a sustainable future and a greener world for us a//, we would not be successful 

in keeping conservation at the top of the General Assembly's mind." 

Meagan Diedolf, 
Senior Vice President of Policy and Government Relations 
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Winning a Special Election 

2023 was not an election year, but that didn't stop CVSC from getting involved in-and winning-a 
special election. Following the tragic passing of Sen. John Scott, CVSC wanted to ensure a 
strong conservation champion won election to District 19 to ensure that Columbia-and the rest 
of South Carolina-have a senator who will fight tirelessly to protect the environment. 

As a former City of Columbia Councilwoman, Tameika Isaac Devine has proven her commitment 
to balancing neighborhood needs with the demands for growth, conserving land and protecting 
community resources, fighting for clean air and clean water, and supporting and embracing 
clean energy and access to electric vehicles. 

With your support, CVSC PAC implemented an 
outreach program, running impactful digital displays 
and sending over 8,900 pieces of mail and multiple 
rounds of targeted messaging to over 10,000 voters via 
call and text to encourage voting for Tameika. 

CVSC proudly congratulates Tameika Isaac Devine on 
her victory in the special election for Senate District 
19! We look forward to working with her now and in the 
future to advance conservation in the State Senate. Tameika Isaac Devine, 

District 19 Senator 

Expanding Our Staff & Impact 

In 2023, we expanded our team to meet the challenges that await us in 2024. It's the second 
half of the legislative session and an election year for the whole General Assembly, so we 
focused a lot of energy on building a team that is prepared to accomplish our bold goals and 
embark on even more ambitious projects moving forward. 

She's providing crucial He's preparing to 
support for our implement robust 

energy team as political campaigns 
they fight for an to elect thoughtful 
equitable transition and pragmatic 
to clean energy, this leaders, specifically 

legislative session, in the SC Upstate. 
and beyond. 

Energy Policy Associate Upstate Political Manager 
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Looking Ahead 

Our path forward in the second half of the legislative session is as unpredictable as ever, but 
one thing is for sure: CVSC will have to go to bat for major energy legislation to ensure that it 
includes a clean energy transition, reasonable expansion of energy generation, and ratepayer 
protections. We're also working to nudge 2023 bills over the finish line and advocate for our 
air, land, and water at every opportunity. 

Twenty years ago, we created a Political Action Committee because we know the significance 
of elections in protecting the future of our environment and communities. With the support 
of donors like you, we've worked hard to maintain a bipartisan conservation majority in the 
General Assembly. 

Our incredible success in recent elections empowered us to build a dedicated political team at 
CVSC last year, focused entirely on backing the right candidates to get us closer to reaching 
our bold conservation goals. As we approach the 2024 elections, CVSC has the experience, 
expertise, and vision to make a positive impact in the political landscape of South Carolina. 

We look forward to accomplishing even more in 2024 with your continued support. 
Thank you for all that you do to protect the South Carolina you love! 

Best, 

John Tynan 
President 
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